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men attached to other religions: its argument was with other
religions. At present, it confronts a growing number of persons,
especially among the thoughtful, critical of or hostile to all religion.
Its further argument, we judge, is to be less with Islam or Hindu-
ism or Buddhism than with materialism, secularism, naturalism"
(Hocking, Re-Thinking Missions, p. 29).

Mr. Parmelee proceeds to distinguish "the differences between
Eastern and Western modes of thought and ideals.9' "The West
emphasizes action, work and accomplishments; the East, meditation
and contemplation. The West is intensely interested in the present
mundane existence. The East yearns after a nirvana of non-exis-
tence. The West is principally concerned with the relative. The East
is preoccupied with the idea of the absolute. The West deals with
the particular,- the East with the ultimate and the universal. The
West is turning more and more to science for guidance. The East
still clings close to religion and metaphysics. The West is endeavour-
ing to control nature. The East resigns itself to natural forces.
Western control of nature dissipates fear of natural forces through
science, invention and industry, which are rapidly supplanting magic
and religion. The East deadens this fear by means of resignation,
inaction, and anticipated personal extinction through mergence
with the infinite. The West recognizes no past existence and pays
less attention to the future one in which it professes to believe.
The East believes in a past existence and anticipates a series of
future ones.

"The East tends to regard the world of phenomena as illusory,
and confuses the natural and supernatural, even though it usually
recognizes the distinction between them. The West distinguishes
sharply between the two, when it recognizes the supernatural at all,
and considers this world as very real. The East is still swayed by a
static philosophy of changelessness and fixity. The West is domi-
nated by a dynamic, pragmatic, instrumental philosophy of change.
The East believes in a periodic law of cyclism, of eternal rhythm,
which makes it fatalistic. The West is enamoured with the idea of
evolution and progress toward some goal, whatever it may be,
which makes it self-confident and hope&l.